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Synonyms and Antonyms for SSC Exams 
 

Directions (1 –25): In the following question, choose 

the word similar in meaning to the given word. 

1) Abettor  

a) Confederate  

b) Adversary  

c) Forsake  

d) Curtail  

2) Bereft  

a) Retain 

b) Validate 

c) Brutal  

d) Devoid  

3) Vigilance  

a) Turbulence 

b) Surveillance  

c) Commotion 

d) Tumult 

4) Temerity  

a) Audacity  

b) Stupidity 

c) Ignorance 

d) Tranquillity 

5) Esoteric  

a) Indigent  

b) Penurious  

c) Abstruse  

d) Uncouth  

6) Satiate  

a) Gratify  

b) Attenuate 

c) Debilitate 

d) Composed  

7) Abash 

a) Surfeit   

b) Mortified  

c) Jade  

d) Gorge   

8) Cupidity  

a) Frolic  
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b) Savage  

c) Avarice  

d) Exigency  

9) Bleak 

a) Congenial  

b) Desolate  

c) Appealing  

d) Pleasant  

10) Laborious  

a) Reticent  

b) Trivial  

c) Arduous  

d) Facile  

11) Pacify  

a) Vent 

b) Liberate 

c) Unleash  

d) Appease  

12) Obliterate  

a) Proliferate  

b) Annihilate  

c) Induce  

d) Schedule  

13) Abject  

a) Despicable  

b) Colossal  

c) Dictatorial  

d) Arrogant  

14) Monotonous  

a) Polished   

b) Prominent  

c) Tedious  

d) Wicked  

15) Accolade  

a) Mission  

b) Privilege  

c) Caveat  

d) Atrophy  

16) Jovial 

a) Secretive  

b) Influential  

c) Discreet  

d) Exuberant  

17) Lament  

a) Relieve  

b) Mourn  

c) Laud   

d) Suppress 

18) Prompt  

a) Elicit 
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b) Repine  

c) Squirm  

d) Writhe  

19) Revile  

a) Provoke  

b) Denounce  

c) Deplore  

d) Groan  

20) Quibble  

a) Mope 

b) Sobbing  

c) Equivocate  

d) Wither  

21) Jaded 

a) Surfeited  

b) Lethargy  

c) Self-centred   

d) Callous  

22) Vagrant  

a) Panorama  

b) Nomad  

c) Cajole  

d) Abnegation  

23) Clandestine  

a) Covert  

b) Superficial  

c) Monolithic  

d) Submissive  

24) Brazenly 

a) Utterly  

b) Deficiently  

c) Dauntlessly  

d) Suavely  

25) Umbrage  

a) Abhorrence 

b) Cowardice  

c) Antidote  

d) Annoyance  

Direction (26 – 50): In the following question, choose 

the word opposite in meaning to the given word. 

26) Maestro 

a) Goodwill 

b) Beginner  

c) Veteran  

d) Sparsity  

27) Throng  

a) Imitated 

b) Belittle   

c) Deserted  

d) Abounded  

28) Sycophant  
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a) Multitude  

b) Congregation  

c) Orgulous  

d) Adulator  

29) Ordain 

a) Retract  

b) Institute  

c) Persuade  

d) Chasten  

30) Lenient  

a) Forbearing  

b) Inflexible  

c) Intolerant  

d) Tender 

31) Immaculate 

a) Spruce  

b) Immoral 

c) Hesitant  

d) Dextrous  

32) Heretic 

a) Genre 

b) Discord  

c) Believer 

d) Separatist  

33) Stupor 

a) Inheritance  

b) Renegade  

c) Consciousness  

d) Inertness  

34) Vicious 

a) Combustible  

b) Civilized  

c) Filthy   

d) Lewd  

35) Terse 

a) Verbose  

b) Abstract  

c) Downright  

d) Laconic  

36) Rescind 

a) Brawl  

b) Enact  

c) Dispute  

d) Contend  

37) Feud  

a) Contest  

b) Rivalry  

c) Fraternity  

d) Concord  

38) Epitome  
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a) Stimulant  

b) Endeavour  

c) Discord  

d) Expansion  

39) Camouflage  

a) Contempt  

b) Regard  

c) Disintegrate  

d) Reveal  

40) Defray 

a) Obfuscate  

b) Endure  

c) Befog  

d) Veil  

41) Frantic 

a) Problematic 

b) Convenient 

c) Jaunty 

d) Composed  

42) Invective 

a) Berserk  

b) Exoneration  

c) Shroud  

d) Cloak  

43) Lax 

a) Attentive  

b) Maniacal  

c) Feverish  

d) Vague  

44) Munificent  

a) Crazed  

b) Demented  

c) Greedy  

d) Morbid  

45) Rancorous 

a) Acrimonious  

b) Amicable 

c) Malicious 

d) Spiteful 

46) Phlegmatic  

a) Diminutive 

b) Miniature 

c) Slight 

d) Ardent  

47) Captivate 

a) Repel 

b) Mesmerize 

c) Enthral 

d) Enchant  

48) Exultant 
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a) Bounteous  

b) Miserable  

c) Lavish  

d) Benevolent    

49) Slander 

a) Reproach  

b) Sarcasm  

c) Castigation  

d) Commendation  

50) Culpability 

a) Accountability  

b) Liability 

c) Innocence  

d) Blame 

 

ANSWERS 

1) Answer: A 

Explanation:  

Abettor means a person who encourages or assists 

someone to do something wrong. 

Confederate - a person one works with, especially in 

something secret or illegal; an accomplice. 

Adversary - one's opponent in a contest, conflict, or 

dispute. 

Forsake - renounce or give up (something valued or 

pleasant). 

Curtail - reduce in extent or quantity; impose a restriction 

on. 

Hence the correct answer is option a) 

2) Answer: D 

Explanation:  

Bereft means deprived of something  

Retain - continue to have (something); keep possession 

of. 

Validate - make or declare legally valid. 

Brutal - direct and without attempting to disguise 

unpleasantness. 

Devoid - entirely lacking or free from. 

Hence the correct answer is option d) 

3) Answer: B 

Explanation:  

Vigilance means the action or state of keeping careful 

watch for possible danger 

Turbulence - An irregular motion of the air resulting 

from eddies and vertical currents. 

Surveillance - close observation, especially of a 

suspected spy or criminal. 

Commotion - a state of confused and noisy disturbance. 

Tumult - A state of confusion or disorder. 

4) Answer: A 

Explanation:  

Temerity means excessive confidence or boldness 
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Audacity - a willingness to take bold risks. 

Stupidity - behaviour that shows a lack of good sense or 

judgement. 

Ignorance - lack of knowledge or information. 

Tranquillity - the quality or state of being tranquil; calm. 

Hence the correct answer is option a) 

5) Answer: C 

Explanation: 

Esoteric means intended for or likely to be understood by 

only a small number of people with a specialized 

knowledge 

Indigent - poor; needy. 

Penurious - extremely poor; poverty-stricken. 

Abstruse - difficult to understand; obscure. 

Uncouth - lacking good manners, refinement, or grace. 

6) Answer: A 

Explanation:  

Satiate means satisfy completely or excessively 

Gratify - give (someone) pleasure or satisfaction. 

Attenuate - reduce the force, effect, or value of. 

Debilitate - make (someone) very weak and infirm. 

Composed - having one's feelings and expression under 

control; calm. 

7) Answer: B 

Explanation:  

Abash means make someone feel embarrassed 

Surfeit - an excessive amount of something. 

Mortified - cause (someone) to feel very embarrassed or 

ashamed. 

Jade - An ornamental mineral, mostly known for its 

green varieties. 

Gorge - a narrow valley between hills or mountains, 

typically with steep rocky walls and a stream running 

through it. 

8) Answer: C 

Explanation:  

Cupidity means greed for money or possessions. 

Frolic – play or move about in a cheerful and lively way. 

Savage - a brutal or vicious person. 

Avarice - extreme greed for wealth or material gain. 

Exigency - an urgent need or demand. 

9) Answer: B 

Explanation:  

Bleak means barren or exposed; charmless and 

inhospitable; dreary. 

Congenial - (of a person) pleasing or liked on account of 

having qualities or interests that are similar to one's own. 

Desolate - feeling or showing great unhappiness or 

loneliness. 

Appealing - showing or expressing a desire for help or 

sympathy. 

Pleasant - giving a sense of happy satisfaction or 

enjoyment. 

10) Answer: C 

Explanation:  
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Laborious means hard or difficult; requiring considerable 

time and effort. 

Reticent - not revealing one's thoughts or feelings 

readily. 

Trivial - of little value or importance. 

Arduous - involving or requiring strenuous effort; 

difficult and tiring. 

Facile - ignoring the true complexities of an issue; 

superficial. 

11) Answer: D 

Explanation:  

Pacify means to bring or restore to a state of peace 

Vent - the release or expression of a strong emotion, 

energy, etc. 

Liberate - set (someone) free from imprisonment, 

slavery, or oppression. 

Unleash - cause (a strong or violent force) to be released 

or become unrestrained. 

Appease - pacify or placate (someone) by acceding to 

their demands. 

12) Answer: B 

Explanation:  

Obliterate means to destroy utterly; Wipe out 

Proliferate - increase rapidly in number; multiply. 

Annihilate - destroy utterly; obliterate. 

Induce - succeed in persuading or leading (someone) to 

do something. 

Schedule - a plan for carrying out a process or procedure, 

giving lists of intended events and times. 

13) Answer: A 

Explanation:  

Abject means completely without pride or dignity. 

Despicable - deserving hatred and contempt. 

Colossal - extremely large or great. 

Dictatorial - of or typical of a ruler with total power. 

Arrogant - having or revealing an exaggerated sense of 

one's own importance or abilities. 

14) Answer: C 

Explanation: 

Monotonous means lacking in variety and interest. 

Polished – shiny as a result of being rubbed. 

Prominent - important; famous. 

Tedious - too long, slow, or dull; tiresome or 

monotonous. 

 Wicked - evil or morally wrong. 

15) Answer: B 

Explanation: 

Accolade means an award granted as a special honour. 

Mission – an important assignment given to a person or 

group of people, typically involving travel abroad. 

Privilege - a special right, advantage, or immunity 

granted or available only to a particular person or group. 

Caveat - a warning or proviso of specific stipulations, 

conditions, or limitations. 

Atrophy - gradually decline in effectiveness or vigour 

due to underuse or neglect. 
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16) Answer: D 

Explanation:  

Jovial means cheerful and friendly 

Secretive - (of a person or an organization) inclined to 

conceal feelings and intentions or not to disclose 

information. 

Influential - having great influence on someone or 

something. 

Discreet - careful and prudent in one's speech or actions, 

especially in order to keep something confidential or to 

avoid embarrassment. 

Exuberant - full of energy, excitement, and cheerfulness. 

17) Answer: B 

Explanation:  

Lament means a passionate expression of grief or 

sorrow. 

Relieve - cause (pain, distress, or difficulty) to become 

less severe or serious. 

Mourn - feel or show sorrow for the death of (someone), 

typically by following conventions such as the wearing 

of black clothes. 

Laud - praise (a person or their achievements) highly. 

Suppress - prevent the development, action, or 

expression of (a feeling, impulse, idea, etc.); restrain. 

18) Answer: A 

Explanation: 

Prompt means cause or bring about an action 

Elicit - evoke or draw out (a reaction, answer, or fact) 

from someone. 

Repine - feel or express discontent; fret. 

Squirm - wriggle or twist the body from side to side, 

especially as a result of nervousness or discomfort. 

Writhe - make twisting, squirming movements or 

contortions of the body. 

19) Answer: B 

Explanation:  

Revile means criticize in an abusive or angrily insulting 

manner. 

Provoke - stimulate or give rise to (a reaction or emotion, 

typically a strong or unwelcome one) in someone 

Denounce - publicly declare to be wrong or evil. 

Deplore - feel or express strong disapproval of 

(something). 

Groan - make a deep inarticulate sound conveying pain, 

despair, pleasure, etc. 

20) Answer: C 

Explanation:  

Quibble means argue or raise objections about a trivial 

matter. 

Mope – feel dejected and apathetic. 

Sobbing – crying noisily. 

Equivocate - Use ambiguous language so as to conceal 

the truth or avoid committing oneself. 

Wither - (of a plant) become dry and shrivelled. 

21) Answer: B 

Explanation: 

Jaded means bored or lacking enthusiasm typically after 

having had too much of something 
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Surfeited - cause (someone) to desire no more of 

something as a result of having consumed or done it to 

excess 

Lethargy - a lack of energy and enthusiasm. 

Self-centred   - preoccupied with oneself and one's 

affairs. 

Callous – showing or having an insensitive and cruel 

disregard for others. 

22) Answer: B 

Explanation:  

Vagrant means a person without a settled home or 

regular work who wanders from place to place. 

Panorama - an unbroken view of the whole region 

surrounding an observer 

Nomad - a person who does not stay long in the same 

place; a wanderer. 

Cajole - persuade (someone) to do something by 

sustained coaxing or flattery. 

Abnegation - the action of renouncing or rejecting 

something. 

23) Answer: A 

Explanation: 

Clandestine means kept secret or done secretively 

especially because illicit. 

Covert - not openly acknowledged or displayed. 

Superficial - existing or occurring at or on the surface. 

Monolithic - formed of a single large block of stone. 

Submissive - Ready to conform to the authority or will of 

others; meekly obedient or passive. 

24) Answer: C 

Explanation: 

Brazenly means in a bold and shameless way. 

Utterly - completely and without qualification; 

absolutely. 

Deficiently - not having enough of a specified quality or 

ingredient. 

Dauntlessly - Incapable of being intimidated or 

discouraged; fearless 

Suavely - (of persons or their manner, speech, etc.) 

smoothly agreeable or polite; agreeably or blandly 

urbane. 

25) Answer: D 

Explanation:  

Umbrage means be annoyed 

Abhorrence - a feeling of revulsion; disgusted loathing. 

Cowardice - lack of bravery. 

Antidote - a medicine taken or given to counteract a 

particular poison 

Annoyance - the feeling or state of being annoyed; 

irritation. 

26) Answer: B 

Explanation: 

Maestro means master or expert 

Goodwill - friendly, helpful, or cooperative feelings or 

attitude. 

Beginner - a person just starting to learn a skill or take 

part in an activity. 
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Veteran - a person who has had long experience in a 

particular field. 

Sparsity - the condition of not having enough of 

something 

27) Answer: C 

Explanation: 

Throng means fill or be present in a place or area 

Imitated - copy (a person's speech or mannerisms), 

especially for comic effect. 

Belittle - dismiss (someone or something) as 

unimportant. 

Deserted - (of a place) empty of people. 

Abounded - exist in large numbers or amounts. 

28) Answer: C 

Explanation: 

Sycophant means a person who acts obsequiously 

towards someone important in order to gain advantage. 

Multitude – a large number of people or things. 

Congregation – a group of people assembled for 

religious worship. 

Orgulous – haughty 

Adulator – a person who uses flattery.  

29) Answer: A 

Explanation: 

Ordain means to order something officially. 

Retract – withdraw (a statement or accusation) as untrue 

or unjustified. 

Institute – an organization having a particular purpose, 

especially one that is involved with science, education, 

or a specific profession. 

Persuade – induce (someone) to do something through 

reasoning or argument. 

Chasten – (of a rebuke or misfortune) have a restraining 

or moderating effect on. 

30) Answer: C 

Explanation: lenient means more merciful or tolerant 

than expected. 

Forbearing – patient and restrained. 

Inflexible – unwilling to change or compromise. 

Intolerant - not tolerant of views, beliefs, or behaviour 

that differ from one's own. 

Tender - showing gentleness, kindness, and affection. 

31) Answer: B 

Explanation:  

Immaculate means clean or errorless  

Spruce - neat in dress and appearance. 

Immoral - not conforming to accepted standards of 

morality. 

Hesitant - tentative, unsure, or slow in acting or 

speaking. 

Dextrous - showing or having skill, especially with the 

hands. 

32) Answer: C 

Explanation:  

Heretic means a person believing in or practising 

religious heresy. 
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Genre - a style or category of art, music, or literature. 

Discord - disagreement between people. 

Believer - a person who believes in the truth or existence 

of something. 

Separatist - a person who supports the separation of a 

particular group of people from a larger body on the 

basis of ethnicity, religion, or gender. 

33) Answer: C 

Explanation:  

Stupor means a state of near-unconsciousness or 

insensibility 

Inheritance - a thing that is inherited. 

Renegade - a person who deserts and betrays an 

organization, country, or set of principles. 

Consciousness - the state of being aware of and 

responsive to one's surroundings. 

Inertness - having no inherent power of action, motion, 

or resistance (opposed to active) 

34) Answer: B 

Explanation:  

Vicious means deliberately cruel or violent. 

Combustible - able to catch fire and burn easily. 

Civilized - at an advanced stage of social and cultural 

development. 

Filthy - disgustingly dirty. 

Lewd - crude and offensive in a sexual way. 

35) Answer: A 

Explanation: 

Terse means sparing in the use of words; abrupt. 

Verbose means using few words, sometimes in a way 

that seems rude or unfriendly 

Abstract - existing in thought or as an idea but not having 

a physical or concrete existence. 

Downright - (of something bad or unpleasant) utter; 

complete (used for emphasis). 

Laconic - (of a person, speech, or style of writing) using 

very few words. 

36) Answer: B 

Explanation: 

Rescind means cancel, or repeal a law or agreement 

Brawl - a rough or noisy fight or quarrel. 

Enact - make (a bill or other proposal) law. 

Dispute - a disagreement or argument. 

Contend - struggle to surmount (a difficulty). 

37) Answer: D 

Explanation: 

Feud means bitter quarrel or dispute 

Contest - a dispute or conflict. 

Rivalry - competition for the same objective or for 

superiority in the same field. 

Fraternity - a group of people sharing a common 

profession or interests. 

Concord - agreement or harmony between people or 

groups. 

38) Answer: D 

Explanation: 
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Epitome means a person or thing that is a perfect 

example of a particular quality or type. 

Stimulant - a substance that raises levels of physiological 

or nervous activity in the body. 

 Endeavour - try hard to do or achieve something. 

Discord - disagreement between people. 

Expansion - the action of becoming larger or more 

extensive. 

39) Answer: D 

Explanation: 

Camouflage means to hide or cover up 

Contempt - the feeling that a person or a thing is 

worthless or beneath consideration. 

 Regard - consider or think of in a specified way. 

Disintegrate - break up into small parts as the result of 

impact or decay. 

Reveal - make (previously unknown or secret 

information) known to others. 

40) Answer: B 

Explanation: 

Defray means provide money to pay 

Obfuscate - make obscure, unclear, or unintelligible. 

Endure - suffer (something painful or difficult) patiently. 

Befog - make confused. 

Veil - a piece of fine material worn by women to protect 

or conceal the face. 

41) Answer: D 

Explanation: 

Frantic means distraught with fear, anxiety, or other 

emotion. 

Problematic - constituting or presenting a problem. 

 Convenient - fitting in well with a person's needs, 

activities, and plans. 

Jaunty - having or expressing a lively, cheerful, and self-

confident manner. 

Composed - having one's feelings and expression under 

control; calm. 

42) Answer: B 

Explanation:  

Invective means abusive or highly critical language 

Berserk - out of control with anger or excitement; wild or 

frenzied. 

Exoneration - the action of officially absolving someone 

from blame; vindication. 

 Shroud - a protective casing or cover. 

Cloak - something serving to hide or disguise something. 

43) Answer: A 

Explanation:  

Lax means not sufficiently strict, severe, or careful 

Attentive - paying close attention to something. 

Maniacal - exhibiting extremely wild or violent 

behaviour. 

Feverish - having or showing the symptoms of a fever. 

Vague - of uncertain, indefinite, or unclear character or 

meaning. 

44) Answer: C 
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Explanation: 

Munificent means characterized by or displaying great 

generosity 

Crazed - insane or wildly out of control. 

Demented - suffering from dementia. 

Greedy - having an excessive desire or appetite for food. 

Morbid - characterized by an abnormal and unhealthy 

interest in disturbing and unpleasant subjects, especially 

death and disease. 

45) Answer: B 

Explanation: 

Rancorous means bitter, resentful 

Acrimonious - (typically of speech or discussion) angry 

and bitter. 

Amicable - characterized by friendliness and absence of 

discord. 

Malicious - characterized by malice; intending or 

intended to do harm. 

 Spiteful - showing or caused by malice. 

46) Answer: D 

Explanation: 

Phlegmatic means having an unemotional and stolidly 

calm disposition 

Diminutive - extremely or unusually small. 

Miniature - very small of its kind. 

Slight - small in degree; inconsiderable. 

Ardent - very enthusiastic or passionate. 

47) Answer: A 

Explanation: 

Captivate means attract and hold the interest and 

attention of 

Repel - drive or force (an attack or attacker) back or 

away. 

Mesmerize - capture the complete attention of 

(someone); transfix. 

Enthral - capture the fascinated attention of. 

 Enchant - fill (someone) with great delight; charm. 

48) Answer: B 

Explanation: 

Exultant means happy or delighted 

Bounteous - generously given or giving; bountiful. 

Miserable - (of a person) wretchedly unhappy or 

uncomfortable. 

Lavish - sumptuously rich, elaborate, or luxurious. 

Benevolent  - well-meaning and kindly. 

49) Answer: D 

Explanation: 

Slander means the action of making a false spoken 

statement damaging to a person's reputation. 

Reproach - express to (someone) one's disapproval of or 

disappointment in their actions. 

Sarcasm - the use of irony to mock or convey contempt. 

Castigation - the infliction of severe (moral or corporal) 

punishment. 

Commendation - formal or official praise. 

50) Answer: C 
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Explanation: 

Culpability means responsibility for a fault or wrong; 

blame. 

Accountability - the fact or condition of being 

accountable; responsibility. 

Liability - the fact or condition of being accountable; 

responsibility. 

Innocence - the state, quality, or fact of being innocent of 

a crime or offence. 

Blame - feel or declare that (someone or something) is 

responsible for a fault or wrong. 
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